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                                                              Zaza is its own language  

                                                   

 Zaza is its own language.  It is no other language's dialect.  This is a scientific fact and we request that RTÜK, 

putting this scientific fact into action, approve the registration for broadcast in the Zaza language. 

Because of the registration to RTÜK for licensed broadcast in the Zaza language, and while RTÜK was evaluating 

this, an RTÜK member explained that Zaza was not a language but a Kurdish dialect.  Because of this, RTÜK 

asked for an opinion from the Mardin-Artuklu University Living Languages Institute.  Without knowing if an 

opinion was sought from Tünceli and Bingöl Universities, and if it was sought, how an opinion was 

communicated, we have learned that Mardin-Artuklu University, as echoed in the press and contrary to 

scientific fact, has expressed an opinion that Zaza is a Kurdish dialect. 

Zaza's place in Iranian studes was described years ago, was proven it is its own language, and in this direction 

linguistic research was done especially in Germany.  On this topic, two PhD dissertations were done.  In 

addition to Ludwig Paul and Zülfü Selcan, professors like Terry Lynn Todd, Jost Gippert, Agnes Korn, and 

Heiner Eichner at German and Austrian universities confirm with their research and studies on the Zaza 

language that Zaza is a separate language. 

The Zaza language is a relative to forty close languages like Kurmanji, Gorani, Mazandarani, Talysh, Balochi, and 

Persian.  It is in the Iranian Language family which originated 4000 years ago.  The Indo-Iranian language family 

belongs to the Indo-European language family.  Because of this, it is normal for all Iranian languages to have 

shared characteristics.  There are linguistic differences too which differentiate them.  Zaza shows important 

differences from the other Iranian languages (including Kurmanji) in its consonants developing differently, with 

the way it's constructed today, its linguistics, and its vocabulary.  Even though they've been neighbors for a 

long time, this is why there there is not much comprehension between Zaza and Kurmanji. 

 What Artuklu University determined, was in the very least, an injustice to the Zaza language.  To call this 

language a dialect only does one thing.  That is, this language, which is an endangered language, being 

destroyed as it becomes assimilated [to Kurmanji].  Not spoken outside of Turkey, being only spoken in this 

land, our language (your language) Zaza is in need of being protected and it needs to not be discriminated 

against.  This injustice's removal and the truth of Zaza being a separate language being acknowledged will lead 

to all of our languages being side by side, but independent, and freely developing in their own originality.  It will 

also greatly aid in protecting our country's rich cultural diversity, its development, and its being passed down to 

future generations. 

There are many linguists with scientific proof that Zaza is an independent language.  There are many Zazas 

developing their language, Zaza writers, poets, and artist producing works by the hundreds in their own 

language.  A few foreign academics in some European universities, interested in the topic, have considered 

Zaza as being part of a separate identity.  To not pay attention to all of the above, makes us think there may be 

a hidden political agenda.   

As a result, here is our request: For the Zaza language which is defined as a language by world renowned 

linguists, the government and related institutions (like RTÜK) should lift restrictions on the Zaza language and 

culture.  Accordingly, it is our request that there be broadcasting regularly and continuously on radio and 

television in the Zaza language, and provision of complete support, while acting without discrimination, to our 

mother tongue, Zaza, which was allowed to fall to endangered language status.  

 


